0ld church makes
~adivine house

Ffa‘mily renovates
historic building
in Highland Park

' BY ERIC HERMAN
Staff Reporter

This year, Michael and
Dana Pinsel celebrated Rosh
Hashanah — the Jewish New ]
Year — ina church. : i : 1

The Pinsels and their chil- : : ; - @
dren have lived in a converted : 3
century-old church since J uly,
whieh contractors finished a
nearly two-year renovation of
the Highland Park property.
But for the Pinsels, the move
was not about architectural
novelty or real estate brag-
ging rights. It was about their ¥
1l-year-old son, Jeremy. e e e =

The Pinsels’ elder son is  The First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Highland Park is seen in 1941 (at top) and today,
mildly autistic and suffers  after the Pinsel family renovated it. The steeple was removed and a second floor added.

from a neuromuscular
disorder called hyper-
tonia. In looking for a
new house, they sought
a‘place where it would
be'easy for Jeremy to
socialize and become a
pglrtof the community.
- "What we tried to do
was project into the fu-
ture’ and decide where
the best place for our
family would be,” said
Michael Pinsel, 40, a
lawyer with the Chicago
firm’ Sidley Austin.
When their search
started in 2003, the Pin-
sels lived in northwest
suburban Buffalo Grove.
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decided to buy it.
Designed by architect Solon
Spencer Beman and built in
1904, the church is part of a
historic district. Beman made
his mark on Chicago by design-

i laterincorporatedintothercity.

He also designed the Fine Arts
Building at 410 S. Michigan
R
?8!& Columbian Exposition of

The Pinsel family (from left), Jacob, 9, Dana, Michael and
Jeremy, 11, moved into the house in July.

e But that has not stopped peo-
WM b

ceilings could accommodate.
Michael Pinsel appeared be-
fore Highland Park’s city coun-
cil three times. In the end, offi-
cials approved the changes, :
and the Pinsels bought the
property in 2004 for $795,000.
Fettner’s renovations cost
over $1 million, Michael Pinsel
said. But the cost and the long
wait have been worth it. “It’s
turned out really nicely” he
said. “The community reac- |
tion has been very positive.” |
The few signs the building |
was once a church — the altar, |
the pipes from the church or- |
ganand the steeple — are gone.
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